Together, we can close the gap before it begins.
Join us to tip the scale in a child’s favor.

We believe that by nurturing
children and supporting parents,
we have the ability to change our
community for the better. If we’re
successful, we’ll build thriving
generations of families who are
doing their best–not only for
themselves, but also for their
neighbors, including you.
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Family Educator
Spotlight
Mary Beck-Henderson
It is with heavy hearts that we offer our sympathies to Mary
for the recent passing of her sweet husband John, and to
their son Weston who lost his wonderful father. She was
married to John for 23 years. Weston plays college football
at Catawba and always made his dad proud. Mary is a local
girl with a large network of family and friends that extends to
her community at Knollwood Baptist Church.
Mary is an Imprints Cares, highly credentialed Family
Educator, who has worked with us for 15+ years. Mary is
passionate about her partnership with children and their
families—and is a firm believer that parents are the key to
children’s success in life. She is proud to see her families
graduate and enter kindergarten ready for school.
Mary is also an advocate for child abuse prevention and
shared that “our program helps to prevent child abuse.
When we educate families on how they can be the very best
families they can be, they build confidence within themselves
that translates into feeling good about their parenting skills.
This inspires calmer interactions within the family. When
you feel confident in yourself, you pass that along to your
children. Child abuse prevention versus intervention—stop
a cycle before it starts. If I can help a parent make one small
change at a time—it leads to a life time of success.”

FAMILY TIP:
The Importance of Play
While families are settling in to their school year routine, their schedules
become busy with work, afterschool activities, and weekend events.
And, this can be overwhelming! So, let’s step back and think
about how your child must feel.
Imprints Cares Ready for School Programs and Expanded Learning
Services have a focus on the importance of play and social-emotional
development. Our Family educators and teachers provide children time
for simple play, encouraging social engagement together through
kindergarten readiness activities in our home visiting times and
homework help in our after school curriculum. Why is play critical in

children’s development?
Play offers children the opportunity to help develop social
skills, because they learn to get along with others, take turns,
and problem solve
Play helps children to get ready for school or adjust to school
improving their readiness to learn (when children are allowed to
play without being told what to do, they become more focused,
have greater attention spans, and improve their academic skills)
Play powers curiosity and self-esteem
When you witness your children playing, appreciate the importance.
And, join in to relax, de-stress, and learn together through play!
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Message from Nikki Byers, ED and Monica Brown, Board President
Imprints Cares is a nonprofit with a Vision to unlock the full potential of children and their
families for success in school and in life. We do this through our Mission enriching children’s
development while supporting their families on the journey of parenthood.
Every child is born with tremendous potential, but what happens in their early environment
plays a pivotal role in their long-term development. Unfortunately, the lack of school
readiness and healthy development that many of our children are not getting make it hard
to attain our community goals. Since key foundations for learning are established beginning
at birth, starting school behind makes it likely that early disadvantages will persist as children
progress through school, reducing their chances of graduating and lasting into their adult
lives. Closing the achievement Gap early can be daunting.

All too Familiar Statistics…
30% of families in Forsyth County live
in poverty—children living in poverty
start school at a disadvantage and
their health, behaviors and skills make
them less prepared for school
Almost 50% of children are behind
when they enter kindergarten—
children who start school behind will
likely stay behind
1 in 6 children who are NOT reading
proficiently in 3rd Grade, will NOT
Graduate High School

Imprints Cares Shifting the Odds

Nikki Byers

Monica Brown

Imprints Cares Tipping the Scales

2,370 Ready for School, intensive
home visits with children and their
families

99% of Imprints Cares children are
rated as ready for kindergarten—
they are not behind

510 Ready for School, pediatric site,
one-on-one education and healthy
development sessions with children
and their families

95% of Imprints Cares parents read
regularly with their children, at least
4-5 times a week

2,970 books provided—inspiring
home libraries and literacy in children
and their families lives
1,200 Children and 170 Teachers
thriving together in our Expanded
Learning Services

Given the right resources and necessary support, children and their families
will thrive. We firmly believe that people genuinely want to be good parents,
but not everyone grows up with strong parental role models. Those who
didn’t, often struggle with raising their own children.

98% of Imprints Cares children are
immunized and show up for their well
child visits
946 Imprints Cares families are
connected through referrals and
community resources
New Expanded Learning Services,
Immersion Program, created for
exceptional needs and typical children
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WALL OF HOPE & FAMILY ENRICHMENT CENTER

Melissa Payton, Imprints Cares Chief Fund
Development Officer and Courtney Pack & Eddie
Snead Lowes Home Improvement

Imprints Cares celebrated the late Mike Britt by drawing 280 guests with
a shared goal that we can together unlock the full potential of all children
and their families for success in school and in life. Mike believed, as we do
that, “thriving families translate to thriving communities.” His son, Matt
Britt, shared that “Our job is to never let children and their families settle
for the current ceiling of their hope. We need to find ways to let them hope
and dream bigger and better.” We thank the Britt Family and our guests
for their support as that night we all raised the hope for more children and
their families. Together, we can do more.
Imprints Cares held its Open House on
September 27 as “a continuation of our
Night of Hope,” said Nikki Byers, Executive
Director.
Melissa Payton shared that “We wanted to
recognize our supporters and benefactors
by unveiling the ‘Wall of Hope’ recognition.
We combined this with the reveal of our
newly renovated Family Enrichment Center
thanks to a Lowe’s Home Improvement
Heroes award by Courtney Pack (Store
Manager #2653). She also brought in Ken
Moser (Store Manager #1141) to share
resources. We are thankful for the spirit and
compassion of so many of their employees
that transformed our space for the benefit
of children.”

Cindy Hodnett from The Winston-Salem
Journal wrote “Legacy—it comes in
many forms. The definition of legacy is
further expanded through visionaries that
continue to make a dramatic impact on our
community. The Imprints Cares tag line—
’Nurturing Children, Supporting Parents,
Changing Communities‘—is an appropriate
reference to the work of an organization
that starts with the smallest citizens and
transcends to the city’s population.”
Inspired by an Imprints Cares board
member, Blaine Brickhouse, and his wife,
Jeanne, the Family Enrichment Center also
gained the financial support of The Efird
L. and Maria F. Hine Fund at Augsburg
Lutheran Church.

The gathering at the Open house reminded
us once again of what we can do together
for children in need in our community.
If you missed the big reveal, please schedule
a tour. Join us in the afternoon, and you’ll
get a special treat when you meet children
in our after school, Immersion Program —
and you’ll soon want to volunteer!

”By nurturing children and
supporting parents, we have the
ability to change our community
for the better. If we’re successful,
we’ll build thriving generations of
families who are doing their best —
not only for themselves, but also for
their neighbors, including you.”

Welcome New Board Members
Zaneta M. Robinson is a mom first and has been a proud parent of children in Imprints
Cares, Expanded Learning Services, after school. She is also an Attorney with Kilpatrick
Townsend, advising individual and corporate clients on trademark and copyright law.
Dr. Paula Wilkins is the newly hired principal of Cook Elementary School who has
the task of turning around this school. Her interest in the parent connection and
involvement—“mobilizing parents to be part of the conversation” is in line with
Imprints Cares mission and our new project in the United Way, Strong @ Home
collaborative.
We welcome them both and are excited about the unique perspectives they will bring
to our board and family!

Zaneta M. Robinson

Dr. Paula Wilkins

NEW PROGRAMS
Ready for School Program
Teen Girls &
Young Moms
Outreach
Thanks to individual funders, Woody Clinard, Mike
and Wendy Brenner, and Matthew Cullinan and
Anna Reilly, we continue our outreach with teen
girls and young moms through pregnancy prevention as well as infant family development. Our goal
is to empower and inform helping them to structure
their community network in such a way that they
are able to make healthy choices.

Expanded Learning Service
Immersion Program
Imprints Cares launched a new Expanded Learning Service with its Immersion
Program Downtown on Broad in our renovated Family Enrichment Center. The
Program offers before & school as well as summer enrichment for exceptional
needs and typical children. This brings out the best in children as they together
learn, play, and explore! Imprints Cares hand-picked a couple of well known and
experienced teachers in our community—
Audrey Campbell, a retired teacher from the Centers for Exceptional children,
with 33 years of knowledge, hands on learning, and family connections; she
played an instrumental role in developing and implementing the Program
Carolyn Little, a retired teacher from the Centers for Exceptional Children, brings
35 years of experience with a spark and willingness to do whatever it takes for our
students
Audrey and Carolyn have embraced and mentor their third team member, Chelci
Childress. She is a first time mom with 8 years teaching experience at Imprints Cares.
We asked all three of them why they do this important work. They all exclaimed, “We
love it! This makes us better people as we get to know and understand our children
and their families. We realize each day how fortunate we are to be able to make a
difference in children’s’ lives.”

Carolyn Little, Matt Britt, & Audrey Campbell

Chelci Childress and baby Lucas

“The advice and resources we have received through
Imprints Cares’ educational seminars and parent
education sessions have helped us to be more confident
parents and are less anxious parents. We’re reminded
that our child’s success in life doesn’t have to do with
fancy toys or expensive educational tools!” – Julie, and
Jonathan Lanford, Clients, Donors, Supporters and
parents of 5-year-old KyLee (who is now enrolled in
Imprints Cares after school at Speas Elementary School)

Ready for School
Programs

Imprints Cares was awarded, and is
now part of, two major collaborative
projects under United Way of
Forsyth County’s Place Matters and
Community initiatives—Family and
Neighborhood Academy and Strong
@Home. This collective group of
extended funders and nonprofit
agencies have come together
to improve the lives of children
and their families in vulnerable
neighborhoods.

Strong @ Home Children take the
stage at Family Night.

